2026 Inspiring Tasmania Program Grant Application 

EXAMPLE RESPONSES TO ASSESSMENT CRITERIA IN THE PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION

Assessment criteria
1) Reach and Impact 
a. Please identify the intended audience of the proposed activity, noting where appropriate the anticipated audience numbers, ages/demographics, and geographic reach. 

While the show will appeal to general audiences with an interest in science and live theatre, it specifically targets groups that have been historically under-represented in STEM, namely women, LGBTQIA+ community, and people who may not typically see themselves reflected in scientific spaces. The show content is explicitly designed to challenge the marginalisation of female and LGBTQIA+ perspectives in science. The event fosters a sense of belonging and legitimacy in science by highlighting and reclaiming feminist and queer perspectives to position science as something that includes and belongs to everyone.

The blending of science and performance and art will attract an audience from the arts sectors, a community who do not often see themselves in a scientific context or connect with science, thereby reaching an audience who don’t typically engage in science week. 

Based on attendance at previous years’ events, we anticipate drawing approximately between 100 and 200 people at each showing. Our sold-out past events have demonstrated that our topic and mode of delivery is of interest to the audience we are trying to reach and we are therefore confident our event this year will also engage our intended audience. 



b. Please detail the impact of the proposed activities for the intended audience. 
This event, like our past events, will have a strong and lasting impact on its audience. It will increase public understanding of evolution and behaviour in a memorable, engaging, and entertaining manner. Audiences will leave with new knowledge, an appreciation for how their own bodies work, and how that impacts everyday wellbeing. Perhaps even more significantly, the show will challenge the audience’s assumptions about gender and science by addressing the gender bias that has distorted Western science for centuries. For many, especially women and LGBTQIA+ people, the show will be an opportunity to see their bodies and identities represented in scientific storytelling: not pathologised but celebrated by science. 

c. Please provide a clear and inclusive promotional plan to outline how the target audience will be reached, including any innovative approaches.
We will employ a mix of digital and traditional marketing methods to connect with both the already engaged audiences each team member has as well as new audiences.

We have partnered with key organisations that support and already engaged with our target audience of women and LGBTQI+ community members. This will ensure that our target audience are reached by our promotions. 

Additionally, to expand our reach, we will leverage online advertising, as well as our team members established social media platforms, including Instagram and Facebook. A structured social media schedule will ensure regular, engaging content, building momentum in the lead-up to the event. 

We will also engage our previous audiences through direct communication. We have email lists of previous event attendees. We will additionally leverage the connections of our collaborators to ensure we expand our promotional reach.

To generate excitement, we will run giveaway promotions on social media, offering tickets to the event as prizes. This strategy has proven effective in previous years, encouraging participation and increasing visibility.

Through this multi-faceted approach, we will ensure our event is widely promoted, accessible, and engaging, reaching both dedicated science enthusiasts and new audiences eager to experience the intersection of science and theatre.

d. Please detail how participation will be kept accessible, including whether/how this event is catering to those historically under-represented in STEM.
We have taken several steps to ensure our event is inclusive and accessible. The venue has wheelchair access and is conveniently located in the city with easy access to public transport. For those unable to attend in person, the event will be recorded and made available to watch free of charge at any time. Additionally, closed captions will be provided on the recording.

Our ticket pricing has been kept low with general admission at $12 and a concession category for whoever needs concession at $7. All of the above will ensure that there are few barriers to attending. 

Our event caters to those historically under-represented in STEM by the nature of the topic. We will also be offering discounted tickets of $5 to those who hear about our events through our partner organisations. 


e. Please detail how the success of the project will be evaluated.

The success of our event will be evaluated through multiple measures to ensure we effectively engage our audience and achieve our intended impact.

Ticket Sales: A key initial indicator of success will be ticket sales. A sell-out event demonstrates continued interest and demand for our events.

Audience Feedback: Formal feedback will be collected from through a post-event survey to all ticket purchasers. This will gather direct feedback on audience engagement, the effectiveness of science communication, and overall event satisfaction. Informal feedback will also be gathered through conversations with participants at the event.

Partner organisation Feedback: We will also seek feedback from our partners to assess their satisfaction with the content and delivery of event specifically in regard to their target audiences of under-represented groups in STEM. This feedback will also help us identify areas for improvement in future collaborations. 

Event Recording Review: The event will be recorded, allowing us to review and assess the event. This will help us assess audience engagement, the clarity of explanations, and opportunities to improve our storytelling for future events.


2) Capacity, capability, and resources to carry out activities 

a. Please detail you and your team’s experience, including whether you have received Inspiring Tasmania/Inspiring Australia grant funding previously. Please include specific team members where possible. 
Our team has successfully delivered National Science Week events in 2022, 2023, and 2024 with the support of Inspiring Tasmania grants. These events were highly successful, drawing large and enthusiastic audiences and receiving overwhelmingly positive feedback. Each year, our audience and reach has grown.

Our events consistently demonstrate our ability to combine scientific rigour with compelling, inclusive storytelling in a way that captures the public’s attention and imagination. We have a strong track record of delivering engaging, impactful, and logistically well-executed science events that resonate with diverse audiences.

The project team is a collaboration between professional scientists, theatre practitioners, and science communicators. With such a diverse team, we create content that is both scientifically accurate and appeals to a wide audience. 

Scripts and performances are co-created by scientists and performers to ensure clarity, humour, and inclusivity. This collaborative approach has proven effective in past productions and ensures a balance of educational depth and entertainment value. The team also includes skilled production support in set and costume design, particularly with a focus on sustainable, low-waste materials.

b. Please detail your access to appropriate venues, infrastructure, equipment, technology, and any required regulatory or other approvals.  
We have already secured space in the Hobart City Hall, which is well-suited to the theatrical and technical requirements of the show. The venue offers professional-grade lighting, sound systems, and backstage facilities necessary for a high-quality production. With the grant funding, we will re-hire professional sound and lighting engineers we have worked with in the past to ensure a high production quality.


